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method, and filter claims should never have been restricted from the instant Application. Thus, at a 
minimum, the subject of the instant groups do not meet the standards of an "independent" invention, 
as required by M.P.E.P. §802.01 for a proper restriction requirement. 

Tne second criterion, which must be met pursuant to M.P.E.P. §803, requires a serious burden 
on the Examiner for restriction to be required. In this instance, since the present claims are directed 
toward a web pleating apparatus, searching the art would necessarily involve the body of art classified 
under Class 493, Subclasses 356 and 366, and Class 206. Applicants respectfully assert that the 
Examiner can and in fact should be able to search the present invention without serious burden. The 
instant groups should not be restricted, much less even further restricted into three separate groups. 
Having the Examiner perform the same search two or three more times will lead to the same 
inevitable and ultimate conclusion - the apparatus is novel and unobvious and thus so are the method 
and filter. Therefore, the novel and unobvious web pleating apparatus and the method for forming the 
pleatable web will be, as a matter of law, novel and unobvious and will not require further searching 
other than what will be performed under the instant case. 

Therefore, as required by the M.P.E.P., the instant groups axe not independent 
inventions. Prosecuting the present invention without the Examiner's restriction does not 
impose a burden to the Examiner. As such, neither of the two necessary criteria for the 
Examiner to establish a merited restriction requirement has been met. Thus, the restriction 
requirement, as presented, would be improper under current M.P.E.P. guidelines. 
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